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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 145 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Engraver’s Department, 
April 11, 1887 


Sir 


I have examined the design for the Marksmanship Badge and have no suggestion to offer. 
In regard to manufacturing the badge, I think it does not come in line with Mint work but is the 
work of a jeweler, Genl. Benet says “Report on its manufacture at the Mint as in the case of the 
other medals” there is the mistake, this is a badge and not a medal and requires entirely different 
kind of treatment, which the Mint has no facilities for doing. Also, it is to be in a low grade gold 
14 carat, this is another reason why we cannot make it as the Mint does not handle this kind of 
gold. 


The estimate for dies is entirely too low and could not be engraved for any such figure as 
that given in the estimate. It is wrong to suppose that a change in size would make any difference 
in cost of engraving dies, the small die would cast as much as the large and neither could be 
engraved for the estimated price. The cutting dies would have to be made by a tool maker and 
could not be made in the Mint as we have no workmen of this class, the estimate is all through 
much too low I feel satisfied, and I think will so prove when the work comes to be executed by a 
jeweler as it must be. 


Very respectfully, 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


